Large Painless Tuberculous Ulcer of the Tongue. -CECIL P. G. WAKELEY, F.R.C.S.
The patient, a man, aged 35, was sent to a sanatorium in 1927 with pulmonary tuberculosis of ,the right apex. While there he accidentally broke a clinical thermometer in his mouth one morning when his temperature was being taken. A small wound was produced on the underside of the right half of the tongue. This soon became a small ulcer and has never healed, but has gradually been getting larger. It is an irregular ulcer measuring 4 in. by 2 in., and the edges are undermined: it is quite painless. There is extensive involvement of both lungs and tuberculous laryngitis. This is the third case of painless tuberculous ulcer of the tongue which has been shown before the Section this session.
Dr; PHILIP Er,LMAN said he was particularly interested in this case as the patient had actually been under his care in the sanatorium in 1927 at the time when he broke the thermometer. He (Dr. Ellman) had seen a number of these cases which, in his experience, had always occurred following some slight injury to the tongue. In the cases he had seen the ulcers, had been painful, and on questioning this patient closely it would be found that he was careful not to allow any food to come into contact with the ulcer, and no doubt this was why he had no real pain. Another point of unusual interest was the fact that although the ulcer was of fairly long standing, the tuberculous laryngitis was of comparatively recent onset. There was definite jaundice. The urine contained bile-salts, since absent, for several days, but no pigments. 'The spleen was considerably enlarged, the liver was palpable but not abnormal to 'the touch. There were several purpuric blotch'es on the legs. Faeces' normal in colour. Investigations giving the-following results have been carried out:
Fragility of red corpuscles (January 20, 1930) slightly less than usual. Wassermann reaction negative.
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